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BIENNIAL CONVENTION 
NATIONAL WOMAN’S PARTY 


Yo that equal justice under the 
law and equality of economic opportunity 
speedily become realities for them, women from 
all parts of the country gathered at Hotel Roose- 


velt, New York City, on November 14 for the Bien- 


nial Convention of the National Woman’s Party. 


Florence Bayard Hilles, National Chairman, 
opened the Convention by telling of the definite 
gains made during the past year and urging upon 
the members even greater activity in order that 
the Equal Rights Amendment be written into the 
Constitution in the year to come. 


Mrs. Harvey Wiley presided over the morning 
session during which reports of the various stand- 
ing committees and State Chairmen were given. 
The report of the Credentials Committee was 
given by Adelaide Stedman, the Treasurer’s re- 

rt by Laura Berrien. Mrs. Avery Coonley’s 

vestment and Endowment Fund Committee re- 
port was read by Mrs. Wiley. Alma Lutz, Liter- 
ature Chairman, announced a new leaflet which is 
being issued by the Inter-Amercan Commission of 
Women through the Government Printing Office, 
A Comparison of the Political and Civil Rights 
of Men and Women in the United States, and 
asked State Chairmen to send in their orders. 
Mrs. Anne Underwood, House Chairman, pleaded 
for financial assistance for repairing and re- 
decorating Alva Belmont House. The report of 
the Archives Chairman, Mary Philbrook; told of 
the interesting and valuable historical material in 
the files of the Woman’s Party which is be 
classified and preserved. | 


The speeches at the luncheon were very in- 
spiring. Rebekah Greathouse presided. A mes- 
sage of welcome from Mayor Fiorello La Guardia 
was read by Mrs. Frances Foley Gannon, Deputy 
Commissioner of Markets. Mayor La Guardia 
said in part, “Since the days in Washington when 
I knew so many members of your organization, 
I have followed your program with deep interest. 
. . . I stand, as you no doubt know, for equal 
opportunity. One group of American ‘citizens 
is just as much entitled to employment and to 
equal justice under the law as another. I believe 
that the participation of women in our affairs will 
improve the administration of justice and make 
more effective our march toward good govern- 


ment.” 
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Vigorous Campaign Necessary 


That vigorous campaigning is necessary to pre- 
serve women’s rights in this country from the 
reactionary policies directed against European 
women was emphasized by Mrs. Hilles. 

Countess Waldeck pictured the plight of 
European women under the dictatorships of Mus- 
solini and Hitler. “The whole world,” she said, 
“has turned the clock back so far as women’s 
rights are concerned.... If there ever was a time 
for a Woman’s Party, the time is today.” 

“Even in this counrty,” declared Edith Hough- 
ton Hooker, “the rights of women are bei 
greatly undermined and unless the Equal Rights 
Amendment is soon added to the Constitution, it 
is highly probable that the position of women 
in America will be degraded to that of European 


women.” 
International Unity 


Lola Maverick Lloyd, International Relations 
Chairman, who has just returned from Geneva 
where, with Alice Paul, she has been working 
internationally for equality, told of the latest 


achievement of the Committee of Representatives 
of Women’s International Organizations. As a 
result of the work of this Committee, the League 
of ‘Nations has officially before it the question of 
the status of women which will be considered in 


connection with proposals for the revision of 


the League Covenant. 


A Message From Alice Paul 


The following greeting and message from Alice 
Paul, from Geneva, was read to the Convention: 


Florence Hilles 
Roosevelt Hotel 
New York, N. Y. 


Greetings and best wishes! Woman’s 
Party is generally considered strongest equal- 
tit organization in the world, and its help 
is needed internationally. I would like e- 
tend it to other countries where we have 
friends. This would give International stand- 
ing and enable us to give more effective help. 
Please let me know if Convention approves. 


Alice Paul. 


— 
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International Extension Approved 


The enthusiastic approval by the Convention 
of the extension of the Woman’s Party to other 
countries was given voice by the following unani- 
mously adopted resolution: 


WHEREAS the National Woman’s Party is 
generally considered the strongest organization 
in the world with respect to the promotion of equal 
rights between men and women; and 

WHEREAS if the organization were extended 
to countries in addition to the United States it 
would give the National Woman’s Party inter- 
national standing, and enable the more effective 
advancement of equality of men and women under 


the law throughout the world; 


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by 
the National Woman’s Party in Convention as- 
sembled, November, 1936, that the organization 
be extended to women of other countries, and that 
the National Council of the Woman’s Party take 
such steps as may be necessary to carry out the 
intent of this resolution. 


Other Resolutions 


Among other resolutions adopted were: 
~ RESOLVED by the National Womans’ Party 
in Convention assembled, November, 1936, that 
vee demand of the incoming Congress of the 
United States the immediate adoption of the Equal 
Rights Amendment to the United States Constiti- 
tion as a step already too long delayed in women’s 
long struggle for equality. 

WHEREAS attempts were made to incorporate 
the principle of equal pay for equal work in cer- 
tain of the codes promulgated under the National 
Recovery Act; and 

WHEREAS an attempted revival of these codes 
seems imminent | 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that 
the National Woman’s Party call upon President 
Roosevelt to use his influence in the event of an 
attempted revival of such codes, to see that the 
principal of equal pay for equal work be incor- 
porated in all codes. : 

RESOLVED further that a copy of this resolu- 
tion be sent to the President of the United States. 

WHEREAS constant attempts are being made 
to enact minimum wage laws and to incorporate 
the principle of such laws in interstate compacts 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that 
the National Woman’s Party in Convention as- 
sembled, November, 1936, demand that any and 
all minimum wage legislation or other labor en- 
actments and any and all interstate compacts in- 
corporating such legislation shall relate to and 
control all adult workers in the industry or in- 
dustries affected, and shall not be based upon sex. 

RESOLVED that the National Woman’s Party 
in Convention assembled, November, 1936, re- 
iterates its opposition to Section 213 of the Econ- 


omy Act of 1932, that we commend the President 


for his advocacy of the repeal of this law, and 
that we call on the members of his Party in both 


Houses of Congress to support the President’s 
stand, and that, in addition, we call upon the mem- 
bers of the 75th Congress of all other Parties 
in the interests of justice to vote for the repeal 
of this Section. 

WHEREAS a member of our National Council, 
Doris Stevens, has sailed for Buenos Aires to 
attend a meeting of the Executive Committee of 
the Inter-American Commission of Women, of 
which she is Chairman, and 

WHEREAS representatives of the governments 
of the American States will be meeting in Buenos 
Aires to consider means of maintaining peace in 
the Western Hemisphere. 

BE IT RESOLVED that the National Woman’s 
Party in Convention assembled, November, 1936, 
urge the adoption of the Equal Rights Treaty 
as a stabilizing force for peace founded on justice. 

FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this 
resolution be sent immediately to Miss Stevens. 

BE IT RESOLVED by the National Woman’s 


Party in Convention assembled at the Roosevelt 


Hotel in New York City, November, 1936, that 

WHEREAS the League of Nations Assembly 
has upon the agenda of its next meeting the ques- 
tion of the whole status of women together with 
changes in the Covenant recommended by the Na- 
tional Women’s Consultative Committee of the 
League of Nations as follows and signed by re- 
presentatives of the five member organizations 
of the Committee: 

“Our Committee recommends that the follow- 
ing provisions be added to the Covenant in order 
that the interests of women may be better pro- 
tected under the League and that the League may 


more truly serve all the people of the world: 


“1. The Members of the League undertake 
that in their respective countries there 
shall be no distinction based on sex in 
— law and practice regarding nation- 

“2. The Members of the League undertake 
that in their respective countries the 
right to vote shall not be denied or 
abridged on the ground of sex. : 

“3. The Members of the League undertake 
that in their respective countries men 
and women shall have equal rights in all 
other fields. 

“4. The Members of the League undertake 
that men and women shall both be 
members, with full voting powers, of all 
delegations to the Council and Assembly 
of the League and to all Conferences 


under the auspices of the League.” 
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This recommendation was signed by representa- 


tives of the five member organizations of the 


Women’s Consultative Committee, as follows: 


International Council of Women 
per Louise C. A. van Eeghen (Holland) 
Renee Girod (Switzerland) 


Women’s International League for Peace and 
Freedom 
per Madeleine G. Doty (U. S. A.) 
Ellen Horup (Denmark) 
Lola Maverick Lloyd (U. S. A.) 
Eugenie M. Meller (Hungary) 


Inter-American Commission of Women 
per Abby Scott Baker (U.S. A.) 
Leonor Cespedes (Colombia) 
Alice Paul (U. S. A.) 


Equal Rights International 
per Juanita Frances (England) 
Helene Granitsch (Austria) 
Linda P. Littlejohn (Australia) 
Lillian von Matsch (Austria) 


All Asian Conference of Women 
per Rosa Welt Straus (Palestine) 


THEREFORE do we the debt of all 
women everywhere to Alice Paul, of the United 
States, whose brilliant, persistent constancy in 
action at Geneva for Equal Rights for women is 
making effective the will of women’s groups 
throughout the world. 


RESOLVED further that a copy of this reso- 
lution be sent to Miss Paul. 


RESOLVED that the National Womans’ Party 
in Convention assembled, November, 1936, re- 
iterated its demand for equal opportunity for 
women with men in the Federal, State, and 
Municipal governments throughout the country. 

WHEREAS the International Labor Office has 
submitted to the State Department of the United 
States a number of treaties which provide for 
restrictive legislation upon women only. | 


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that 
the National Woman’s Party in Convention as- 
sembled, November, 1936, demand that all of such 


Maude Younger 


The following Resolution was adopted with deep 
feeling by the Convention: 


RESOLVED that the National Woman’s 
Party in Convention assembled expresses its 
profound grief for the death of Maude Younger, 
and its undying gratitude for the twenty-one 
years of service—constant and untiring, de- 
voted and self-sacrificing, creative and inspired 
—which she gave to it. All she had of vigor of 
body, warmth of heart, drive of mind, and 
faith of soul, she poured into her work for the 


Party, and her place can never be filled in its 
affections. 


Delay Is Dangerous 


In discussing the need of organization, Clara 
Snell Wolfe, Organization Chairman, said, “As a 
group we must give more thought and more money 
to organization. Organization means putting peo- 
ple to work, grouping them so that they can work 
efficiently, so that they are ready for defensive and 
offensive action when occasion calls. All efforts 
of the National Woman’s Party necessarily cul- 
minate in Congressional work. But success in 
Congressional work is largely dependent on or- 
ganization in the States. Congresional work will 
lack the requisite force and drive until it has the 
backing of widespread organization in the States.” 


Anita Pollitzer, saying that it is dangerous not 
to fight today in view of what is happening to 
women throughout the world, urged that women 
put their best efforts into the passage of the Equal 
Rights Amendment during the next session of 


‘Congress. Miss Pollitzer read the following tele- 


gram from Amelia Earhart: 


“Because my lecture schedule prevents, I 
cannot be present at the Biennial Convention. 
However, I am so deeply interested in women’s 
obtaining full equality under the law that I am 
sending a small contribution to help the cause 
along. Today women still stand victims of 
restrictive class legislation and of conflicting 
interpretation of statutes. To clear the situ- 
ation their rights must be made theirs by defini- 
tion, that is by Constitutional guarantee. There- 
fore, I hope this year’s National Woman’s Party 
meeting may bring us at least one step nearer 
— Lucretia Mott Amendment. Amelia Far- 


Inspiring Record of Achievement 


At the afternoon session, presided over by Helen 
Robbins Bittermann, Chairman of the Ohio 


Branch, Jane Norman Smith presented the report 


of the Committee on Equality of Economic Op- 
portunity. This was an inspiring record of 
achievement and steady untiring work undertaken 
with the valuable help of the Industrial Com- 
mittee. “Not many years ago,” said Mrs. Smith, 
“the National Woman’s Party was the only or- 
ganization that stood out against protective legis- 
lation for women only. Then followed the Na- 
tional Association of Women Lawyers, and now 
sixty-three organizations are with us.” She told 
of work against the proposed Inter-State com- 
pacts with their minimum wage regulations for 
women and children, of the attempts to get hear- 
ings for workers at Inter-State Compact Confer- 
ences, and of unceasing work against State min- 
imum wage bills applying to women only. 


Amendment Outlook Cheering — 


Helen Hunt West, Congressional Chairman, 
after paying tribute to the memory of Maude 
Younger, whom she succeeded, predicted the pas- 
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sage of the Equal Rights Amendment in the co 
ing session of Congress. She based her predicti 
on her success in the past year in getting pled 
from Congressmen. She did not divulge i 
names of Congressmen pledged to the Amęnd- 
ment, because, as she explained, “An army ever! 


notifies its enemy where it is concentrating its 


strength. There are some States we ar — | 
Em. 


— of, but we want no guns trained on 
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Miss Laughlin sounded a warning of the dan- 


gers of an Amendment to the Constitution pro- 


viding for minimum wage laws for women and 
minors. “The shining goal of the Woman’s 
Party,” said Miss Lauglin, “is the absolute equal- 
ity of opportunity and rights for men and women 
—full opportunity in every line of achievement, 
equality of rights in the rewards from achieve- 


he urged the States to put on an aggressive cam ment.“ 


paign. 


Men—Incurable,“ concluded her interesting ob- 


Mrs. Richardson, who wrote The Influence of 


„ ti ith these words of special 
- servations on women wi ese words of s 
The world Center for Women’s Archives wat interest to members of the Woman's Party: 1 
3 by Inez Haynes Irwin. “History,” she hope that when the Business and Professional 
said, “written for the most part by men, had re- Women have their next Convention, they will take 
counted what interested them most—their own a strong stand for the Equal Rights Amendment 
achievements—and overlooked the woman's con- and a strong stand against restrictive legislation. 
' tribution to civilization. For example, the His- . . . I work for the Amendment—it must come; 
tory of the United States, written by Woodrow but beyond that, I think we have another tre- 
Wilson, does not mention one woman. A prof mendous job, and that is the job that I have men- 
fessor of a university lecturing recently on pion+, tioned—giving to women equality of economic and 
eers, entirely overlooked the women who had gone professional opportunity in America—and I be- 
with their families to open the wilderness. There: lieve the Woman's Party is one of the groups to 
omen to an ar —the two thi 
them available for future generations—to Make — 


the Archives so important that no man can write The dinner closed with a tribute to Florence 


a history of women without consulting it. The Bayard Hilles, the retiri 
idea of the Center for Women’s Archives was sent es, the retiring Chairman—the pre- 


1 ves Was sentation of a beautiful bouquet of purple, white 
Rosika 8, lained 1 and gold chrysanthemums, and the rising of the 
N. = 3 oo {ime and thought to, audience in acknowledgment of their pride in her 


2 and their gratitude for her four years of un- 
Nina Strandberg, of Helsingfors, gave her tiring service, for her generosity, and her devotion 
greetings to the Convention. Dr. Louise Ball 


to the cause of feminism. , 
reported on the International Council of Women, The next issue of EQUAL RIGHTS will be devoted 
Conference in Jugoslavia. Dr. Anna Hochfelder i to the speeches given at the Industrial Luncheon 
acted as Parliamentarian at all the business ses-. on November 15, one of the most stimulating 
sions. 3 { events of the Convention, presided over by Mary 

Senator Desmond told of the minimum wage; Murray. The speakers were Helen Robbins Bit- 
fight in New York State, and Mrs. Matthews re- termann, Benjamin Namm, President of the 
called interesting points in connection with the | Namm Store, Brooklyn; Martha Deane, Mollie 
filing of the brief in the famous Minimum Wage Maloney, Jane Norman Smith, Helen Elizabeth 
Case. Excerpts from their speeches will be given | Brown, and Yvonne Desaulniers. | 
in the next issue of EQUAL RIGHTS. i * Officers Elected 


Mme. Kofoed told of the progress women in Chairman, Sarah T. Pell, N. V.; Vice Chai 
Denmark had made, and Miss Rock related ex. Gall Laughlin, Me, Anita Pollitzer, S. C., Jane 


periences connected with the Elizabeth Smith Norman Smi 
trial which showed the imperative need for women Wiley, 157 = F = : 


jurors. ’ Ga.; Members of Council—Ethel Adamso N 
Mary Murray, in her inimitable way, made a J.; Nina Allender, D. C.; Edwina Austin 3 


plea for contributions so that the work of the N. V.; Abby Scott Baker, D. C.; Rebekah 8. 
Woman's Party might go on. | - | Greathouse, D. C.; Elsie M. Hill, Conn.; Florence 
A brilliant dinner concluded the day’s program, Bayard Hilles, Del.; Edith Houghton Hooker, 
with Laura Berrien acting as toastmistress, and Md.; Inez Haynes Irwin, N. V.; Elizabeth T. 
with addresses by Florence Bayard Hilles, Gail Kent; Calif.; Lola Maverick Lloyd, III.; Alma 
Laughlin, now a member of the Maine Senate; Lutz, Mass.; Burnita Shelton Matthews, Miss; 
Eudora Ramsay Richardson, author and former Alice Lee West Movius, Mass.; Murray, 
National Field Representative of the Business and N. X.; Dora G. Ogle, Md.; Alice Paul, N. J.; 
Professional Women’s Clubs; Thomas C. Des- Elizabeth Selden Rogers, N. Y.; Doris Stevens, 
mond, New York State Senator; Burnita Shelton N. Y.; Betty Gram Swing, Conn.; Mrs. Norman 
Matthews, Ada Kofoed, of Denmark, journalist; Underwood, D. C.; Grace Hoffman White, Conn.; 
tation Rock, attorney; Izetta Jewel Miller, and aa Clegg Winters, Ohio; Clara Snell Wolfe, 
ary Murray. Ohio. 
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